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Students approach board, general counsel about teacher on paid leave
Natalie Cunningham
September 30, 2019
During the public session of a Sept 26 Board of Trustees meeting, a College of Nursing and
Health alum and current student attended to get answers about the leave of Dr. Kristine Scordo.
In mid Sept Scordo was placed on paid leave for sending gun emojis in a text. The message
was reported to General Counsel and police escorted her off campus.
Before going into executive session, the board members were approached by alum, Carol
Griffith. She requested to join the meeting to speak on behalf of the ongoing situation in the
AdultGerontological Acute Care Nurse Practitioner program, that Scordo teaches.
When Larry Chan, Vice President for Legal Affairs and General Counsel, informed Griffin she
would have to be on the agenda in order to speak before the board she pressed for time.
“Well, I think you guys still need to hear what her students are saying,” said Griffith before
Trustee Fecher interjected to state she must be on the agenda before speaking. “You can be
upset all you want but what you’ve done to her students and as a former student, what you have
done to me.”
After Chan stated Griffith must be on the agenda to speak she asked to speak outside.
“Then I will follow you Dr. Chan. You did not bother to respond to my email or any of the other
ones that were sent to you so when you guys are ready, I will gladly speak to you. I have several
people who would like to put their input in as well,” said Griffith.
After the board went into its executive session Chan spoke with Griffith and a current student,
LaDonna Josey in the hallway.
Josey and Griffith voiced their concerns and fears to Chan who directed them to contact the
Interim Dean for the College of Nursing and Health, Deborah Ulrich.
The following conversation took place:
“We have. We’ve gotten no answers. Here’s my concern: I’m a current student. I have midterms
coming up,” Josey said to Chan. “I need Dr. Scordo to teach me the material because it is her

lecture, it is her examination I will be taking. You have provided me with a dean who is not a
nurse practitioner who cannot provide the education that I need to succeed in her class.”
Josey and Griffith informed Chan of their concern and distress about the lack of communication
and information to the nursing students affected by this situation.
“They [students in the program] are not being kept up to speed on it, they’re not being kept up to
date as to where it is, the program is basically stuck,” Griffith said.
“My concern and my frustration is that I found out about this via third party, I found out through
the school paper [The Wright State Guardian],” said Josey. “You were responsible for having her
removed. The students should have been your next priority. And we are not a priority. I am
currently paying out of pocket to come here.”
Chan informed Josey and Griffith that he had no knowledge that the courses weren’t covered
and that he would have a conversation with Dean Ulrich about the lack of class coverage.
“If Dr. Scordo is going to be removed, I want to know who is going to help me transfer my credits
to another program,” said Josey.
“Okay, I think your imagination is running wild,” Chan said.
“How would you feel if you were going through a program, I have put my life on hold to go to this
program,” Josey said to Chan. “I have cut down on my work schedule. I barely work and I pay
out of pocket to come to this program. This happens. It’s an unfortunate event, but when I read
through the paper it states that the police officers also state that it was no direct threat noted.
When I look at the policy and procedures for Wright State, it says if there is a direct threat made
then that becomes a violation.”
Chan asked if Josey had read the violence in the workplace policy, she said she did not see how
the policy applied to the situation. Chan stated that the policy covered a lot of different situations
and there was a lot of language in the policy.
Josey voiced concern that she and her classmates had all been emailing Chan, Dean Ulrich,
and Provost Edwards to no reply of any kind.
“My concern is that you are saying this, it’s like a shadow, and the students, are left out in the
dark. And that does not provide me with confidence as a graduate of this university,” Josey said.
“At this point, it makes me feel that the university does not care about its students,” said Josey.

Chan responded to their comments with assuring them the university cares for its students.
“I can assure you that the university does care about its students and actually the fact that we’re
going through the investigation of this situation, I think is an indication that the university does
care about its students,” Chan said. “Again, from my position, if Dr. Scordo, unbeknownst to
every single one on campus, for some reason has a break from reality and does procure a
weapon and does go out and shoot people and we have noticed that there was a potential for
violence out there, who do you think bears a responsibility and liability for that?”
Chan told Josey and Griffith that he believes the investigation will be drawing to a close soon
and that it will likely have a favorable conclusion. He insisted that the investigation was
necessary to have a record to show that there is no present or future threat.
Dean Ulrich was asked to comment on the on going concerns and responded that she could not
further comment on a confidential personal matter but assure that courses were covered.
“[Dr. Scordo’s] online pathophysiology class is being taught by an MD that is a very experienced
faculty member and an expert in pathophysiology,” Ulrich said. “Her other clinical class is taught
via guest lecturers either in person or via online voice over PowerPoints. These lecturers were
selected by Dr. Scordo and the same way the class is taught by her. There are two adjunct
faculty teaching the clinical portion that were selected by Dr. Scordo.”

Music review: The 10 best J. Cole features
Trey Brown
October 1, 2019
On Sept. 20, J. Cole tweeted, “This a honor to be on this song. NEW Gang Starr… This is the
last feature you’ll hear from me. Thank you to everybody I got to work with during this run.”
When it comes to the popular music of today, hiphop undeniably stands at the top of the playlist
for many. One of the genre’s most lyricallygenerous practitioners is a man by the stage name of
J. Cole, also known as Jermaine Cole.
Which brings me to his yearlong run of guest appearances, contributing to 21 songs over that
period total. Given that I am a J. Cole supporter, I had to rank them somehow. At the same time,
I am far from a “hiphop head,” so I decided that the best compromise available was to simply
cut that grand total down to 10.
With that in mind, here are my 10 favorite J. Cole features from the past year (determined by
lyrical prowess rated on my personal scale of impact, opinions only).
10. “Down Bad” by Dreamville ft. JID, Bas, J. Cole, EARTHGANG, and Young Nudy (“Revenge
of the Dreamers 3”)
A song filled with stories of redemption and triumph over great odds, Cole’s story fits the bill and
he makes his voice heard with a snapping verse that eventually leads to his touting himself as
the rap game’s LeBron James.
9. “Zendaya” by Cozz ft. J. Cole (“Effected”)
In this verse, there is a call to action by Cole to be there for the people you love, even against
the tainted backdrop of the past.
8. “Under the Sun” by Dreamville, J. Cole, and Lute ft. DaBaby (“Revenge of the Dreamers 3”)
Is this a J. Cole feature technicallyspeaking? No. However, Cole’s verse is only around 30
seconds, so for the purposes of this list, it counts. He also opens his label’s compilation album
with a fiery swagger.
7. “My Boy” by Wale ft. J. Cole (“Free Lunch EP”)

I think this is the track where rappers wanted to stop rapping with J. Cole (more on that later).
6. “Shea Butter Baby” by Ari Lennox and J. Cole (“Shea Butter Baby”)
Despite Ari Lennox’s generous crediting here, this J. Cole feature is a softeryetmodern take on
90s neosoul. His rapping merged more into a hazier singing voice.
5. “Pretty Little Fears” by 6lack ft. J. Cole (“East Atlanta Love Letter”)
Another r&btinged verse from Cole that highlights his smooth vernacular with wordplay.
4. “Tribe” by Bas and J. Cole (“Milky Way”)
Backed by a catchy afrocentric beat, Cole contemplates love and success.
3. “Boblo Beat” by Royce Da 5’9 ft. J. Cole (“Book of Ryan”)
Cole reminiscing on “some of [his] better times” during his youth, with a smooth beat meeting his
vocals.
2. “Sojourner” by Rapsody ft. J. Cole (“Eve”)
Cole has thoughts about his current position in the rap game before arriving at a clarified
understanding.
1. “A lot” by 21 Savage ft. J. Cole (“I am > I was”)
If there’s a feature on this list that acts as an origin story for the featuring J. Cole run, this is it.
“It’s got to the point that these rappers don’t even like rappin’ with me.”
Thoughts and differing opinions welcome.

Changes in the College of Liberal Arts
Marissa Couch
October 1, 2019
The College of Liberal Arts has lost a handful of faculty members in recent months. Changes
have come abruptly, causing students to scramble to find other means of advising.
Wright State University’s website states, “regular appointments with your advisor will help you
stay on track to graduation.”
The website says that assigned academic advisors are available for questions and concerns at
any time for all colleges.
Junior Samantha Bezich is a Mass Communications major that has been affected by these
changes. As of now, she is not clear of who her new advisor will be but has been assured that
she will be assigned one soon.
“Students should always have access to an advisor, so they don’t feel lost and know they’re
headed in the right direction,” said Bezich.
The junior is hopeful that her new advisor will help guide the way to completing her degree.
Bezich stated that there have been times where she was not properly notified of what
prerequisites she should be taking in order to stay on track.
Sydni Scott is an Anthropology major in her sophomore year at Wright State. Her advisor also
left prior to the start of the fall semester; she has recently been assigned a new advisor.
“I haven’t yet had the pleasure of meeting her. I scheduled my classes this semester entirely on
my own, using my uAchieve audit,” said Scott.
Senior Richard Schonauer has done majority of his schedule planning on his own throughout his
college career due to not receiving the help he wanted through his advisor. He believes that
working with his faculty advisor will be more efficient when tying up loose ends before
graduation.

“I actually do my scheduling on my own after my first appointment with my advisor, and since I’m
finishing up my degree, I looked to my faculty advisor to help,” said Schonauer.
The College of Liberal Arts advising office declined to comment at this time.

Freedom of speech: ACLU speaker presents campus speech at Wright State
Natalie Cunningham
October 2, 2019
“I think we all tend to think that we have no impact or we can’t do anything, but in reality, the
most valuable commodity we have is time,” said Lt. Colonial David Madden.
On Sept. 27, an English class hosted a free event in which a speaker from the ACLU came to
Wright State to lecture and answer questions about freespeech rights on university campuses.
In an interview after the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) event, Madden talked about the
importance of these freedoms.
The speaker, Lt. Colonial David Madden, is both a military veteran and a lawyer. Madden has
also taught as a professor.
Madden says he has been involved with the ACLU offandon for many years; this is the first
event of its kind that Madden has spoken at.
“When I worked in legal aid, it really focused for me better than anything I’d ever done, my
understanding of how little advocacy there really is for the poor and how little advocacy there
really is for protest in the United States and how expensive that process is and how
cumbersome it is in terms of enforcing those rights,” said Madden.
“I think education on civil liberties is incredibly important and for the most part, we take for
granted those fundamental rights that we have. It’s important for us to have forums where we
can stop and think and talk about these issues in a way that’s nonthreatening and in a way that
is maybe preparatory in terms of what’s down the road,” said Madden.
Stephanie Dickey planned and hosted the event. Dickey likes to teach her courses based
around a theme; the theme she is teaching this year is freespeech rights on campus.
“I thought ‘who could I invite to campus?’ and I thought immediately the ACLU because this is
what they do. They protect First Amendment rights,” said Dickey.
According to Dickey, she was very pleased with the turnout and engagement from audience
members.

This is the first ACLU event on campus that Dickey has organized. She plans to organize and
host more events like this in the future if she is able.
“If you don’t know you have rights, you’re going to lose them,” said Dickey. “If students don’t
know that they have rights or what rights they have on campus, they could quickly come to the
conclusion that they’re not very important, but the fact of the matter is, they’re the most
important people on campus, bar none. Anytime the faculty or administrators or anybody else
starts to think that they are the most important people on campus, they’re sadly mistaken. It’s
the students, so students need to know what their rights are.”

Raj Soin speaks to Wright State students
Shaddia Qasem
October 2, 2019
The Entrepreneurship Club and the College of Business invited Raj Soin, founder of the Modern
Technologies Corporation, to Wright State University to speak to Entrepreneurship Club
members on Sept. 26.
“We invited him to share his experience as an entrepreneur,” said Damian Langstaff, president
of The Entrepreneurship Club. “Raj Soin is a very accomplished entrepreneur. The fact that he
is local [creates] a sense of community. He has a wealth of information to share and advice to
give to students who either want to be entrepreneurs or want to work for a company.”
Soin also touch on personal outlook on life and the power of perspective.
“My biggest takeaway was Soin’s perspective on strengths vs weaknesses. I found it powerful to
reframe them as things you like to do and things you don’t. You can always get better at things
you like to do, even if you’re not great starting out. You’ll never get better at something you don’t
like doing. Subsequently, surround yourself with those who are strong in the things you are not,”
said Tyler Rupert, Computer Science major and student advisor for the Entrepreneurship Club in
his fourth year at Wright State.
Students in the Entrepreneurship Club had the opportunity to sit down and gain inspiration on
what it takes to be a successful entrepreneur, according to John Jones, Business major in his
third year at Wright State and event participants.
“The most crucial lesson I learned is passion. Anyone can run a business. However, if you have
the drive and passion in order to push your business to the next level, you’re going to run a
successful business,” said Jones.
“[Soin advised] that you should follow what you are passionate about, not just what you know
can make you money,” said Markus Hardy, a junior in Economics and fellow event attendee.

“I also found his perspective on college unique. Especially in entrepreneurial circles, the
importance of college is often called into question. The typical rebuttal to this argument is that
the true value of college lies in the networking,” said Rupert. “I always disliked this because if
that’s the case, there’s plenty of opportunities to network through the school without the stress
of classes or paying thousands of dollars. It just doesn’t make sense. Soin’s argument, though,
was the value in learning how to learn. We live in such a fastchanging world that the
importance of adapting to and understanding new concepts, processes and environments is
becoming something of a necessity, especially if you plan to lead an organization.”

Crisis and controversy surrounding the vaping industry
Natalie Allen
October 2, 2019
President Donald Trump has plans to enact a nationwide ban on thousands of ecigarette
flavors in response to the growing health crisis among underage vaping.
A federal investigation has revealed hundreds of severe respiratory illnesses and 11 deaths
have been reported across the country in relation to ecigarette use and other vape products.
Vaping is the act of inhaling and exhaling the vapor produced by ecigarettes and other devices.
While they may not produce tobacco smoke, ecigarettes still produce a vapor that contains fine
chemical particles.
Researchers have concluded many of these particles contain toxic substances that have been
linked to cancer and other serious health problems. A survey conducted by the FDA in 2014
reveals 81 percent of teenagers who vape cite the flavors of ecigarettes as a primary factor in
their decision to vape.
A growing amount of evidence suggests the chemicals inhaled during vaping can cause serious
lung and cardiovascular diseases. The American Lung Association reports a study conducted by
the University of North Carolina revealed propylene and vegetable glycerin, the main ingredients
in ecigarettes, are lethal to cells when inhaled. Acrolen, another ingredient used in ecigarettes,
is used to kill weeds and may cause Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) and lung
cancer.
The dangerous mixing of other toxic chemicals, such as aldehydes and diacetyl, can cause
harmful lung diseases.
Earlier in September, Michigan was the first state to ban flavored ecigarettes, and more reently,
New York and Massachusetts have followed suit. Massachusetts’ Governor Charlie Baker has
ordered a fourmonth ban on the sale of flavored ecigarettes in his state.
Ohio State Rep. Tom Patton has proposed a bill to ban flavored ecigarettes. The bill would also
include the creation of a committee to study the health effects of vaping. Governor Mike Dewine
and Ohio Department of Health Director Dr. Amy Acton are working together on the issue.

The Dayton Daily News reports Dewine is researching “whether he has the legal authority to
ban liquid flavors used in ecigarettes as one way to battle against children vaping.”
A federal ban on flavored ecigarettes could be disastrous for companies like Juul, one of the
more popular ecigarette companies.
Juul CEO Kevin Burns has already stepped down amidst the growing backlash against Juul’s
advertising campaigns and the increasing number of illnesses related to vaping. Juul’s incoming
CEO, K.C. Crosthwaite, released a statement saying “Juul’s future is at risk due to unacceptable
levels of youth usage and eroding public confidence in our industry.”
However, supporters of vaping such as Larry Smith, an employee of Shamrock Vapes, believe
the federal ban will not affect his employer’s business as much, since they sell other products.
“Our main focus isn’t necessarily vaping, but companies like Vaperhaus and Vaper Garage in
Beavercreek bring in a lot of customers,” said Smith.
Smith says for him, vaping is a much safer choice than regular cigarettes.
“For me, it’s a lot safer than cigarettes. I was a smoker for fiveplus years, and I tried quitting
and even went cold turkey. The only thing that’s really helped me quit smoking is vaping,” said
Smith.
According to Smith, not all ecigarettes contain nicotine and that there are different levels in
vape products.
“It all depends on what you’re used to. It starts zero milligrams that has just vegetable glycerin
and goes up incrementally in milligrams of nicotine,” said Smith.
Some students at Wright State University have their own opinions about vaping and the
proposed federal ban.
Kris Cruz, a Computer Engineering student at Wright State, does not vape, but he has no
qualms about others vaping.
“It’s up to the individual, and it’s their decision. We live in a culture that allows people to do what
they want,” said Cruz.
Even so, he finds the federal ban to be unconstitutional.

“The ban will deprive citizens the freedom of what they can do. Vaping is harmless and not as
harmful as alcohol and marijuana,” said Cruz. He believes the ban will cause people who vape
to get upset because they will not be able to gain access to certain flavors, and it could cause
escalation across the country.
Communications major Clare O’Toole believes a nationwide federal ban may be going too far
and banning flavored ecigarettes should be left up to the state governments.
“People should be careful about vaping. I think people should be allowed to use it if it helps
them quit smoking,” said O’Toole. She says if the health issues continue to get worse, then the
government should step in.
At Wright State, ecigarettes and vaping are not allowed on campus, as part of the Tobacco
Free Policy created in July of 2017.

Dayton’s Not Dead: DCOWA and the Global Views, Local Brews
Natalie Cunningham
October 3, 2019
The Dayton Council of World Affairs (DCOWA) is a chapter of the World Affairs Council of
America.
DCOWA hosts events and activities such as an annual dinner in January and a major event
every quarter.
As president, Vaughn Shannon began a program called “Global Views, Local Brews” that is
hosted every month.
It is held the third Tuesday of each month at a local bar called Proto BuildBar and the event is a
casual gathering with a short presentation by a local speaker.
DCOWA encourages the community to strive to better understand the world.
According to Wright State University’s website, DCOWA’s mission is to “promote informed
opinion and decisionmaking concerning international issues. We engage people on diverse
world issues, points of view, and cultures to link individuals and organizations with common
interests.”
Shannon is also a professor of Political Science at Wright State.
DCOWA is a nonprofit and nonpartisan group who provide educational programming in regard
to politics and world affairs. DCOWA also organizes and manages Junior Council of World
Affairs (JCOWA), which has school clubs in 14 different high schools in the area.
“Our next [speaker] is actually an exforeign service officer from the state department who’s in
the area. The global views means we cover a topic that somehow links the world to us,” said
Shannon.
The dues rate for college students is a discounted $10 monthly fee. Being a member of DCOWA
includes discounts, special access to events or certain aspects of events.
DCOWA was founded in 1947, after WWII ended. In 2022, they will be celebrating their 75th
anniversary. There are currently roughly 75to80 duespaying members of DCOWA, the

DCOWA email list has over 100 subscribers, and JCOWA has roughly over 100 duespaying
students in the area.
“For example, we had Fred Arment in the spring come talk about something called the
international cities of peace. The lecture was open to the public but only members could meet
with him and we threw a little part basically before so you could meet the speaker and have
access to refreshments,” said Shannon.
Shannon invites everyone to consider getting involved, even without becoming a member. He
encourages the public to come to the DCOWA events and see what they think of the events and
conversations being had.
“We really encourage people to try us out, you don’t have to join right away but seek us out.
Seek out our events. See what you think,” said Shannon.

NEW INFO: Mold and moisture discovered in Student Union venting
Makenzie Hoeferlin
October 3, 2019
On Thursday morning a communication email was sent out to the campus community
concerning a malfunction in their heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems.
“Repairs are likely to impact space availability and/or room climates in multiple areas of the
Student Union,” according to the communication email.
INCLUDING:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Discovery Room
Men’s and women’s reserve locker rooms
Racquetball courts
Billiard
Pingpong gaming area
Climbing wall
Exercise studios
Personal assistance station

According to Marjorie M. Markopoulos, Director of Environmental Health and Safety, The health
and safety of the Wright State campus is a top priority.
“As soon as the potential for the presence of mold was determined to be a possibility, our
resources were deployed and began to conduct an evaluation to determine the immediate
impact for the university.”
It is currently too early to provide an accurate assessment of the extent of the damage.
“Right now it is too early to provide an accurate assessment of the scope and extent of the
damage as this incident is in the early stages. Additional evaluations are underway.” said
Markopoulos.
“It is important to note that the air test samples taken at the Student Union showed very low
mold levels when compared to the outside mold levels. These levels were reviewed and
assessed by an external indoor environmental professional to assure the safety of our
community.” said Markopoulos.

According to APA and CDC some people can be sensitive to mold, which could cause health
problems.
If an employee or student starts to experience lung – related medical problems, they are
encouraged to consult a health care provider in a timely manner.
An investigation was launched after several members of the Wright State University’s staff
noticed a moldy smell.
According to the email, surface samples showed elevated mold accounts, and air samples
showed relatively low amounts of mold.
The handler has now been turned off due to cautionary measures. Portable air conditioners or
dehumidifiers are being placed in areas around the Student Union in order to temporarily adjust
the air quality and temperature.
The malfunction of the HVAC unit will cause several implications to Wright State Students.
Students visiting the student union can expect to experience limitations in accessibility in the
Student Union and uncomfortable climate changes.
This is a breaking story and The Wright State Guardian is working to gather more information.
We will continue to update this story.

Wright State community invited to hike for survivors
Shaddia Qasem
October 3, 2019
Dedicated to supporting survivors of sexual assault and powerbased violence, ‘Hike for
Survivors’ will serve as an empowering bonding opportunity between survivors, supporters and
the outdoors.
Campus Recreation and Student Advocacy and Wellness Center will be hosting the first Hike for
Survivors on Oct. 16.
“We want to create an open space in the outdoors for survivors of sexualassault and
powerbased violence to come together in unity. We believe the outdoors is a promising space
for growth and healing,” said Outdoor Recreation Program Manager Erin Sherrets.
“[Hike for Survivors] brings in that holistic aspect of healing and using nature as something to
ground you,” said Tylar O’NealWhite, the GenderBased Violence Program coordinator for
Student Advocacy and Wellness Center.

Members of the Student Advocacy and Wellness Center will be there to provide additional
support and encouragement.
“For this event specifically, I will be providing support to participants, should anyone find
themselves in need of a mental health professional they can speak to,” said Corrie Pleska,
survivor advocate and case manager through the office of Student Advocacy and Wellness.
“Halfway through the hike, we will stop as a group for my intern and I to lead a discussion and
activity centered around empowerment and healing through nature,” Pleska said. “I believe
nature to be one of the most effective catalysts for growth and healing, having done quite a bit of
both myself during some long hikes in our local metro parks.”
“I am a confidential and privileged resource for student survivors of powerbased violence.
Some of the services I provide are safety planning, court &/or hospital accompaniment, assisting
students in identifying reporting options, providing referrals, and anything else someone may
need assistance in regarding powerbased violence. If I cannot provide the service myself, I will

make sure to connect students with individuals that are knowledgeable in powerbased violence
in those fields,” said Pleska.
With this year being the firstever Hike for Survivors, Pleska hopes, through the outcome of this
event, that something similar will be created in the future to give students this opportunity.
“The hope is to create a brave space for participants to feel encouraged and empowered to
discuss domestic violence, and other forms of powerbased violence, in a group setting. Too
often, survivors within our society feel as though they are completely alone in their experiences,”
said Pleska. “We teach survivors, and our communities, that interpersonal violence is not an
appropriate topic for public discussion in a large variety of ways, ranging from victimblaming in
the media to the court’s often lenient interpretation of laws set in place to punish perpetrators.
The intention of events such as this is to create spaces for healthier, more informed, supportive
dialogue around these issues.”
Establishing a community where students have that support and feel comfortable their
experience and/or asking for help is an important goal for the future.
“It is important for the WSU community to actively participate in activities and discussions that
highlight important issues within our community. Powerbased violence, and domestic violence
more specifically, effects communities in a multitude of ways,” said Pleska. “Domestic violence
costs the United States more than eight billion dollars a year in health and medical costs,
children growing up in violent households are at higher risk for developmental disorders and
mental illness, many of the homeless women and children in our country are so due to domestic
violence; the more you look at the issue the greater its impact and reach can be seen. It affects
us all and should be discussed often, in as many different forums as possible, to ensure our
communities are working toward its eradication.”
With this event covering sensitive and/or triggering topics for some, Hike for Survivors will be a
safe place for those participants to share and/or learn from others’ experiences.
“For those who are hesitant to join, I would encourage them to come and speak with me prior.
We can discuss any concerns they may have. No one is required to share. This is not going to
be a therapy or support group session, just a gathering of individuals that care about this cause
and support the individuals that have been affected by it. This event is open to anyone that
wants to show their support, one need not be a survivor. All are welcome,” said Pleska.
Hike for Survivors will be hosted on Oct. 16 from 12:305 p.m. Participants will meet at the
Student Advocacy and Wellness Center office in 023 Student Union.

Inspired by experience, Miranda Bretthauer, a Middle Childhood Education major in the College
of Education and Human Services, was determined to make a difference and decided to
organize an event for survivors.
“Last year I was a victim of Domestic violence,” said Bretthauer. “I felt extremely lost in life. To
find peace I began exploring the local parks with my emotional support dog.”
According to Bretthauer going for hikes was part of the rare occasions she left her apartment.
“It gave me control of what was happening and made me feel safe and confident. That is when I
made the suggestion to [Pleska and Sherrets] about collaborating an event,” said Bretthauer.
With the goal of creating an inclusive event for those in need of a safe space and community, a
hike was planned.
“I hope that anyone who joins finds peace and unity in the fact that they are not alone and are
able to feel safe and empowered again. I want them to know the resources that are available at
[WSU] and that there is a community of other survivors. Most importantly, I want this to be an
event that sparks joy for a brighter future ahead,” Bretthauer said.

Amigos Latinx Gala to celebrate sixth year
Laci Wells
October 4, 2019
A night filled with entertainment, food, local bands, a silent auction and dance lessons to
celebrate the sixthannual Amigos Latinx Gala.
The gala will be held at Wright State University on Oct. 12. With Hispanic Heritage month taking
place from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15, the gathering is a perfect way to end festivities.
“We have a strong Latino community in Dayton and they’ve always been supportive,” said Mia
Honaker, interim associate director for LANA.
The gala is the top scholarship fundraiser of the year for the Office of Latinx, Asian, and Native
American Affairs (LANA) at Wright State. Raising funds to support Wright State students is a
goal of the Annual Amigos Latinx Gala, however they’re going to walk away with much more.
The event is described as a phenomenal opportunity to give awards and scholarships to those
deserving. The funds raised are used, in many cases, in attempts to help students in need.
Honaker describes instances where students may not have been able to afford their books or
have been in a family predicament where a bill couldn’t be met, and the fundraiser has been a
saving grace.
“We don’t want to lose a student over a $100 balance,” said Honaker.
The gala is a festive evening filled with plenty of events to keep the night busy. Staff and
community member awards are presented as well as scholarship honors, followed by student
speakers and the highlighting of recipients.
“It’s a fun evening, as well as a good way to raise funds,” said Honaker.
This blacktie affair is a great way to network with sponsors and carry on student success. The
gala is open to all staff, students, alumni and the public with hopes of continuing Tony’s event to
help bring awareness to the community.
“Here is our chance to let the community know that Wright State is improving. We’re getting
better,” said Honaker.

It’s important for students to have these experiences and have positive takeaways from this
event.
“We listen to [students], that’s what this is for. You do matter to the community. We want you to
succeed,” said Honaker.

Life Coaching program: What it can offer to students
Alexis Wisler
October 4, 2019
Changes have been made to Counseling and Wellness Services (CWS) this year and the new
Life Coaching program is at the top of the list of things students need to know about.
The CWS is in the process of adding more positions to give students more resources to find
help.
The center also added a new program this year: the Life Coaching program. Life coaching can
benefit all students, as it aims to guide them through challenging areas in their life. From time
management to testtaking, the Life Coaching program can help students with any problems
they may face.
“If you think of all the reasons someone could [visit us], we have those that [might need help
living with a] mental disorder. But then we have a whole group of students who come in that
don’t necessarily have mental disorder, they just want to improve,” said Dr. Robert Rando,
director of CWS.
Because the program started this year, it is still in development.
One change Dr. Rando hopes to make this semester is adding a program manager. Hoping to
be approved by October, the goal is to hire a program manager no later than January. The
manager will determine what the program needs and develop it accordingly, train graduate
students for the position and promote the program around campus.
With new resources, CWS employees want to add enough clinicians on staff to get rid of the
waitlist. Implementing the Life Coaching program, which will be staffed by licensed clinicians
who can transition from life coaching to therapy if needed, will allow students to be able to get
the help and guidance they need almost immediately.
“Our goal by the end of this year, if we get the position [for a program manager] approved, is to
not have a waitlist,” said Rando.
Students who feel like they are struggling in a certain area of their life or just need some extra
guidance should utilize the Life Coaching program at CWS.

Safety and preparation for Festival of Flight:
Marissa Couch
October 4, 2019
Wright State University’s first Festival of Flight is due to take off on Oct. 5, with an expected
5,000 in attendance the local law enforcement is gearing up for a large scale attendance.
With any large event, specific safety measures must be taken to ensure that the festival will run
smoothly.
TRAFFIC: There will be limited parking at The Nutter Center lots, and no through traffic on
Raider Road.
Sgt. Ben Roman of Fairborn Police Department (FPD) ensures that the FPD and Wright State
University Police Department (WSUPD) have a long history of working together.
“The Fairborn Police Department is aware of the event however; the security and safety of
patrons will be handled by Wright State University Police Department,” said Roman.
As an oncampus event, WSUPD is equipped to handle security issues but has additional
assistance on standby if need be.
“We have well established mutual aid agreements. The Fairborn Police Department is always
willing to assist with personnel and equipment when requested to aid in the safety of the
students and faculty of Wright State University,” said Roman.
Chief of Police David Finnie ensures that there will be many police and security officers around
the event.
“This allows patrons to see a police and security presence therefore; allowing a quick response
if necessary, to any law enforcement and security issues,” said Finnie.
Both Sgt. Roman and Chief Finnie suggest contacting police for suspicious behavior.
“If you fall victim to criminal activity, notify the police immediately at 9377752111 or 911 from
any campus phone. Be prepared to describe your observations to include where, what, when
and who was involved,” said Finnie.

There will also be a firstaid station with a full staff to treat those who may need it.

